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I am writing to thank EPA for its leadership and work to protect Bristol Bay, Alaska and to congratulate the agency for releasing its final Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment last month, which details the potential devastating impacts of large-scale mining like the proposed Pebble Mine in the Bristol Bay watershed.  After the release, organizations spanning the unprecedented coalition that has come together to protect Bristol Bay issued statements in support of EPA’s assessment – and to call for immediate action.  Statements of support came from the Bristol Bay Native Corporation, The Natural Resource Defense Council,  Trout Unlimited, Commercial Fishermen for Bristol Bay, Sportsman’s Alliance for Alaska, The Center for American Progress, United Tribes of Bristol Bay, and many others within hours after the release of the assessment.  





I am also writing to highlight the Pebble Mine media campaign that NRDC ran February 2-15 in Washington, D.C.  We ran an ad on MSNBC that was a special message from Robert Redford to President Obama to stop the Pebble Mine and protect the $1.5 billion wild salmon fishery –  and the people and wildlife that depend on it.
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That ad ran February 2nd through the 15th on MSNBC during Morning Joe, Daily Rundown, Jansing & Co., Andrea Mitchell, The Cycle, MSNBC Live, The Ed Show, Hardball, All In, and Rachel Maddow.





We also did a page takeover of Politico.com’s Energy & Environment Section February 9th through the 15th.  A screen shot of that takeover is attached.





The ads are intended to generate support for EPA to immediately use its authority under Section 404(c) of the Clean Water Act to protect Bristol Bay from large-scale mining like the Pebble Mine.  EPA has the scientific basis, the legal authority and the regulatory and moral responsibility to protect Bristol Bay now. 





We look forward to meeting with many of you next week and always welcome the opportunity to discuss this very important issue with the agency.  And thank you, again, for your strong leadership to protect Bristol Bay and its extraordinary resources from the proposed Pebble Mine.





Best regards,
Taryn Kiekow Heimer
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*********************** ATTACHMENT NOT DELIVERED  *******************

This Email message contained an attachment named 
  image001.jpg 
which may be a computer program. This attached computer program could
contain a computer virus which could cause harm to EPA's computers, 
network, and data.  The attachment has been deleted.

This was done to limit the distribution of computer viruses introduced
into the EPA network.  EPA is deleting all computer program attachments
sent from the Internet into the agency via Email.

If the message sender is known and the attachment was legitimate, you
should contact the sender and request that they rename the file name
extension and resend the Email with the renamed attachment.  After
receiving the revised Email, containing the renamed attachment, you can
rename the file extension to its correct name.

For further information, please contact the EPA Call Center at
(866) 411-4EPA (4372). The TDD number is (866) 489-4900.
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